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Friday, 19 March 2010 Berlage Institute
10:00 am—6:00 pm
“The City as a Project PhD The three-year program, head-
Program,” launched during ed by Pier Vittorio Aureli, is
the 2009-2010 year, is organized and structured as

conceptualized to understand a critical forum where partici-
the city’s form as an act that pants are asked not only to

defines a political intention- pursue their individual stud-
ality. Thus establishing a pre- ies but also to share these
condition for engagement studies as part of a collective
with the city’s complex debate. Candidates are not
nature. A fundamental issue full time, but required to take

Py Py at stake is form in relation to  part in all these events.

B thlnkln the political. The term “city” Participation consists of indi-
e is defined not as a mere mass vidual tutorials with the

of flows and programs but as  supervisor, monthly seminars

a political form. The terms with invited guest scholars, a

e egac , political and form are Yyearly international colloqui-

assumed to be the fundamen- um, and symposia.

[ tal criteria that construct the
O u w1 g essence of the city. If the These activities are venues for

essence of political action is discussion and constitute
[ ) o the attempt to project a form  occasions for candidates to
Hllb ers elmer of coexistence among indi- deliver content related to his
viduals, it may be said that or her thesis in the form of
architectural form inevitably presentations, papers, and
implies a political vision. publishable essays.
Even if there is no political
architecture, there is certainly
a political way of making and
reading architectural form.
Far from being just an aes-
thetic category, physical form
represents the political under-
standing of the city as a con-
stant dialectic process of
inclusion and exclusion. This
commitment to formal and
material responsibility is
meant to be a departure from
the laissez-faire rhetoric of
flexibility and indeterminacy
that has paralyzed recent dis-
cussion on the city.
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“THE CITY AS A PROJECT” PHD PROGRAM
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MARTINO TATTARA
CHARLES WALDHEIM
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